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From Kissing Cows to Praising God With Our Seniors on Mars Hill

I Love My Job
by Dr. Minta Hardman

MVCA Difference

MOUNTAIN VIEW CHRISTIAN ACADEMY

I absolutely am the most blessed administrator
of a Christian school on the planet! What a privilege and pure joy it is to work with the incredible
students, wonderful parents, amazing faculty,
and exceptional leadership team of Mountain
View Christian Academy. I do so love my job!
Thank you so much for allowing us to partner
with you in the shaping, equipping, and educating of your children.

educate your children. We take that seriously
and are committed to offer the highest quality
of education for the whole child with excellence!

As I reflect over the school year my head
spins reminiscing of all of the highlights. There
is no way to do justice to everything in a simple newsletter. Our elementary, middle, and
high school students have all been engaged
in worshipping, learning, serving, and growing
through our chapel services, strong academics,
service projects, sports, travel opportunities,
partnerships in the community, and more. It has
been a wonderful year.
It is a blessing to see our students growing
and developing as Jesus did “…in wisdom and
stature and favor with God and man.” We are
honored that you, as parents, have chosen
Mountain View Christian Academy to assist you
with your God-given responsibility to raise and

What’s New for
Next Year
Our big news for next year is that we are
remodeling the gym this summer! This has
been needed for quite some time and we thank
everyone who has helped over the past two
years to fund raise and plan. The gym will be
remodeled from top to bottom with a new floor,
newly painted walls, lighting, new mats, and
hopefully, a new score board! All of this will

make our gym safer and more versatile for use
for not only sports, but the numerous activities
that take place throughout the year.
Another big development is that we are installing security cameras throughout our entire
campus. The facility will have 24 hour surveillance inside the buildings and on the property
via security cameras. Several have already
been installed and more will be installed over
the next year as we complete the total phase.
This will be another step to ensuring that our
campus is safe and secure. We are always
updating our crisis management and safety
plans.
We also have paint crews working to refresh
several walls of halls and classrooms again
this summer.
Our new secondary schedule is exciting as
we will be configuring things a bit differently with juniors and seniors moving to block
scheduling and some new opportunities for
mentorship and career and technical training.
Be watching for all of this information as we
create our Back to School documents with
schedules, activities, etc.

Continuous Improvement/SWOT Analysis
Each year in our year-end in-service, our faculty conducts a SWOT analysis where we evaluate every aspect of
our program in light of our mission statement and identify
strengths and weaknesses from the year and opportunities
and threats in addressing those strengths and weaknesses
moving forward. It is a great activity and we use it to create action plans for the upcoming school year. Hundreds
of things are brought up as every faculty member has input
in the discussion. Parent and student feedback received
throughout the year is also presented. After this thorough
process, we try to choose the issues that we collectively
agree are the top strengths for the year and the top weaknesses. The weaknesses are then assigned to our various
teams to create action plans to include In our Continuous
Improvement Plan. Here are the results of this year’s discussion, in no particular order.

OUR TOP THREE STRENGTHS:
• The Family Atmosphere and Close Relationships that
Exist Among Our School Constituency – Year after
year we hear from teachers, parents, students, and even
people in the community that the strength of the relationships that are built at Mountain View Christian Academy
are exceptional and a major distinctive of our program.
Jesus said, “By this all men will know that you are my
disciples, if you love one another” (John 13:35). We pray
that through this strength our community and the world
will see Jesus.
• Our Administrative Team – One of the things that came
out in this discussion is how God has assembled a team of
people with various gifts. We have been blessed to have
people in administration who can now focus and work in
their area of giftedness. We all wear many hats, but by
the diversity in giftedness, we are able to focus more on
specific areas while others compensate for weaknesses
with their strengths.
• Financial Stability – This has been a long time coming
and we are so happy and blessed to be able to call this
a strength. With great leadership and good stewardship
we are seeing God bless the school tremendously. This
doesn’t mean we are “rolling in the dough,” but we have
consistently been able to meet and stay within our budget
and are debt free. Praise the Lord for that amazing accomplishment.

OUR TOP THREE CHALLENGES:
• Being Consistent with Policies, Procedures, and Discipline – Whereas we believe that our discipline handbook is a great strength, we recognize that individuals
sometimes implement things differently. Our goal is to
re-evaluate several policies and procedures and revisit
what needs to be implemented the same way by all and
what can be handled with teacher preference. In particular we plan to look at dress code and cell phone and

electronics policies and evaluate in terms of modesty, decency, respect and today’s culture.
• Secondary Electives and Advanced Class Offerings
and Balancing Dual Enrollment – We want to be able
to offer more variety to our students and allow them the
opportunity to pursue career and technical courses from
teachers/instructors who are experts in these areas. One
way we will be addressing this is with a new online platform, Ignitia, but we will also be evaluating it and looking
at further resources and fresh ideas.
• Ensuring That We are Meeting the Academic and Affective Needs of All Our Students – We have been so
blessed with faculty who are trained in dealing with the
diversified learning needs of students. Our Learning Center is a huge blessing, but we realize that we must honestly and openly evaluate our ability to meet the needs
of all our students and ensure that we offer the highest
quality educational experience to not only traditional, but
non-traditional students as well.
We covet your prayers on these and, of course, other issues that we will be tackling this summer to be prepared for
next year. We also would love your feedback! If you would
like to send us what you would consider the top strengths
and weaknesses of this year with any suggestions for
growth and improvement, we would love to hear from you.
Just email mvcaofc@ccmv.com.

A Cheer for Our Volunteers!
Many thanks go out to all of our parent volunteers and a few non-parent volunteers who
assisted with field trips, in the classroom,
with concessions, projects and events. Without your help, we couldn’t have pulled off all
these great activities we’ve had throughout
the year. If you volunteered in anything for
the school this year, please know that we
appreciate you!
In addition, we’d like to acknowledge Best
Buy and Kohl’s for sending out volunteers to
help on Field Day.
Finally, thanks to all who came out to participate in the Cars 4 Classrooms fundraiser
during Field Day. We raised $930 just by test
driving some new cars. Our thanks to Chrysler, for this great program for schools.

Senior Thesis Highlights
by Mrs. Trudy Keiter

For those who have never been able to experience a Senior
Thesis presentation, let me assure you, each one is a highlight!
All in attendance learn so much by listening to lessons learned
and suggestions made by our seniors.
For our faculty and administration, these presentations
teach us so much about ourselves as a school. When asked
about biblical principles at MVCA, Kaitlin Alexander said, “It’s
not just put on a sign! It’s here!” Kenzie Sandretzky added,
“Biblical integration? It does not detract from academics. It
enhances them.” Russell Hall praised his Bible teacher (Mr.
Westfall) for teaching him how to defend his faith and added,
“There is a constant reminder of God everywhere at MVCA.”
MVCA’s greatest strengths, according to many, are good and
caring teachers, relationships, and discipleship groups (Mr.
& Mrs. Rexrode were highly praised). Michael Han (one
of our Chinese students) said, “Teachers give up their time
to sacrifice for us. In China teachers don’t care if students
don’t do well.” When asked how she was prepared the most
academically, Gabby Kaiser said, “English!” Someone from
her college told her, “Tell your English teacher she did a good
job!” Liz Cochran credited Mr. Bordelon and government class
for teaching her how to debate.
Our seniors also share ideas for improvement. Several
suggested we move chapel back to the morning (already
done) and Kristen Ryan wisely recommended that we have
more activities involving both elementary and middle/high
school students together (excellent idea!).
Hearing young people credit their parents and teachers is

emotional and powerful (we provide the tissues and they are
often used). Travis Spinks said, “Thank you, Dr. Hardman,
for being positive, Mrs. Higgins, for making math bearable,
and Mom for always being there!” Caleb Boden shared how
he learned to work hard from his dad, learned the ability to
forgive from his mom, and learned from his great grandmother
to remember where he came from. Simon Cornwell said he
learned how to be a good father and husband from his dad and
how to communicate from both of his parents. Cara Heflin said
“Thank you, Dr. Hardman, for pouring into all of our lives and
for your PASSION!” About Mrs. Rexrode, Chase Presgraves
said, “She’s a great teacher. It’s like I’ve know her forever.”
And we wonder at times if they are listening and appreciating
what we do! Believe me, they are, as stated by Russell Hall,
“Words of wisdom have reached my ears.”
It is a blessing to hear what they share with underclassmen
and what they will take with them as they leave. Jinwoo Ahn,
a Korean student said, “God is our creator and loves us and
put us here for a reason.” When we consider that he, like
most of our foreign students, had never heard of God, we are
humbled to be part of their introduction to HIM. Josiah Libby
shared, “Setting goals is important and brings order to your
life.” “What you learn from others out of class is as important
as the subject in class. You learn how to deal with people.”
“Once in a lifetime opportunities are great. Take advantage of
them!” Those opportunities are great for MVCA students! In
addition to a full academic schedule, they can experience (and
many have) the Dominican Republic mission trip, Leadership
Retreat, Drama Retreat, Serve-a-thon projects, and the senior
trip. “These offer us opportunities to grow!” (Karolyne Ganoe)
And grow, they have. As they leave, we praise them for what
they have learned and commit them to our Almighty God to
continue to teach them what they need to learn still. They have
left our halls, but not our hearts. Go! Be conquerors!

MVCA Athletics Finish Strong
MVCA was blessed to be able to field the following teams this year: cross country,
volleyball, boys soccer, girls soccer, boys basketball, girls basketball, flag football,
baseball, and cheer. It was another fun year of watching our students grow as
leaders and athletes, on and off the field. We are thankful for all of the parents
and community members who volunteer their time to coach and mold our young
people. Special congratulations to these teams for their accomplishments:
• Middle school boys cross country finished first in the regular season and first in
the championship
• Middle school girls volleyball finished tied for first in the regular season
• Middle school boys basketball finished tied for first in the
regular season
• Varsity boys basketball won the Division 4 Championship
at the National Christian Schools Athletic Association
Tournament in Ohio

The Year in Pictures

Juniors point to their favorite core value

Fifth and Sixth Graders with D.A.R.E. Officers

Thanksgiving Luncheon

Spirit Week smiles

Baptisms at Tri-State Leadership Retreat

The Year in Pictures

Varsity Girls Basketball

Team Building with Middle Schoolers at Leadership Retreat

Bible Bowl Teams at Competition in Hershey, PA

Junior Senior College Tour
Faculty and Student Body

Students Give Their Time to Serve Others
MVCA students have long been known for their service
work in the local churches, the numerous communities in
which they live, and the world. The 2017-2018 year was no
different. They worked, sang, cooked, cleaned, raked, rang
bells, painted, cut coupons, and performed many other
services for numerous individuals and organizations. Those
helped by our students include local nursing homes, the
Salvation Army, MVCA, Tri-State Christian Service Camp,
Abba Care, various area churches, countless individuals
in many local communities, military personnel across the
world, and hundreds of people in the Dominican Republic.
Individual classes performed service work in the
community, the Student Government Organization (SGO)
and National Honor Society (NHS) served at local church
and school activities, the middle school and high school
students cleaned, raked, and painted to prepare Tri-State
Christian Service Camp for the camp season (547 hours),
many students of all grades rang bells to collect money
for the Salvation Army Christmas campaign (64 hours),
elementary students performed at a local nursing home (138
hours), many cut crafts to help the mission team prepare for

Van-tastic News!
We are happy to announce that the Church of
Christ at Mountain View has purchased a new 15
passenger van that the school will be able to use
for extra curricular events and field trips. God is
truly providing for several important needs that will
enhance our program!

their trip, and students and parents alike donated Easter
eggs, toiletries, candy etc. for our mission team to take
with them to the Dominican Republic as they labored 1,960
hours there.
Our students also contributed 1,857 individual service
hours in projects for recipients of their own choosing! In
total, our students gave 4,840 hours of their time this school
year as they became the hands and feet of Jesus in service
to others, demonstrating the wonderful MVCA difference to
so many!

Summer Dates

School Office Phone: 540-868-1231
June 25–29 | Cooke’s Crazy Coding Camp
For rising 4th through 7th grade students. Learn basic
computer coding alongside Miss Cooke.			
(8 am–Noon • call office for details)
June 25–July 27 | Summer School/Enrichment
Program (call office for info)
July 9–12 | KinderKamp 			
KinderKamp is designed for students entering
Kindergarten in Fall 2018. The cost is $10 for the week
for supplies and snacks. Activities will include the
following: reading, listening, math, art, snack, science,
Bible, and MORE!
(9 am–11:20 am • call office for info)
July 19 & August 7 | Enrollment Interviews
For all new students enrolling for the 2018-19 school
year. Please call the office to reserve your slot for one
of these dates.
July 20 | Diagnostic Testing Date
(Noon–5 pm • call office for details)
July 30 | Fall Sports Practices begin
July 31 | Open House from 4–8 pm
For all families interested in enrolling at MVCA.
Families are invited to stop by and tour, meet with
classroom teachers, speak with administration, and
enroll.
Aug 4 & Aug 18 | Athletes & Parents Meeting at 6 pm
Attendance for one of these meetings is required for all
rising 5th-12th grade students and parents who plan to
be involved in sports at MVCA.
Aug 10 | Diagnostic Testing Date 			
(8 am– Noon • call office for details)
Aug 20 | Meet the Teacher Night at 6:30 pm
Meet your teachers, hear about exciting events
planned for the year, sign up for various activities, and
more!
Aug 22 | First Day of School (Wednesday)

