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I can’t say enough what an incredible 
blessing it has been to see Mountain 
View Christian Academy grow from 
a dream and vision of the elders and 
evangelists into what it is today! To 
have worked alongside so many for 
25 years and watch God move and 
provide has been such a joy and 
privilege!  Thank you for celebrating 
with us this year. It has been so much 
fun!  A very special thanks to our 
party planner - the creativity king, Mr. 
Andy Fahey, for all his hard work and 
planning. You will be missed more than 
you know! May God go before you!

An Amazing 25th 
Anniversary Year!

A Farewell Message From 
Mr. Andy Fahey 

Dear MVCA Family, 
It has been an amazing 25th anniversary 
year! We have celebrated together this great 
occasion with parties and ice cream and spe-
cial events. Thank you to those who worked in 
some way to organize and support the grand 
plans all year long. It has been my privilege 
to have served this school for fifteen of those 
years. I have been able to work alongside 
some of the most dedicated Christian servants 
in this educational ministry. Hours of love and 
labor have been poured into your children by 
the most unselfish group of faculty and staff in 
the area. I have been able to work with and for 
a wonderful group of parents who make huge 
sacrifices and commitments so their children 
can have an excellent academic and spiritual 
education. You have been supportive and a 
real encouragement to me.  I have been able 
to satisfy my heart’s desire to work with, train, 
minister to, and love the precious souls that 
are your children. I have loved being invited 
to be a part of your children’s lives inside and 
outside of this institution and consider it a 
great honor to count them as my friends and 
adopt many of them as family. They are my 
secret to staying young! Thank you for mak-
ing me feel so special at the send-off party 
you created and attended last month. I was 
overwhelmed by your gifts and your outpour-
ings of love. I will truly miss this school, its 
staff, and its families. Praise and glory go to 
God for counting me needed in this part of His 
plan and allowing me the privilege of serving 
Him this way at Mountain View. Nothing will 
ever replace this special season of my life. My 
home will always be open if you are ever in 
the Tampa area.

A Call to Prayer 
and Commitment
by Dr. Minta Hardman

We are asking each of our families to commit 
to pray for our 2017-2018 school year. We 
believe in the power of prayer as we have seen 
God’s great hand of provision and intervention 
for the past 25 years!  We are also asking 
for you to spread the word about the MVCA 
Difference – TELL YOUR STORY! Word of 
mouth is without a doubt the most effective 
means of advertising we have. I love hearing 
new folks say the “good things they have 
heard about our program.” And I love receiving 
emails like the one I received this week with 
this excerpt: “what an opportunity my girls and 
I had because of all of the offerings at MVCA. 
MVCA continues to have an amazing impact 
on the girls – on so many levels, we have been 
truly blessed. I see it every day in them…long 
after they have left the halls there.”    

If you have been blessed by Mountain View, 
please tell others. We really need to target 
growth in the elementary classes to ensure 
stability for our school. Will you join me in 
praying for “right fit” families especially in 
the elementary classes? Of course, we want 
those same “right fits” for the upper grades, 
but really recognize a need to target the 
elementary. Let’s work together to have 2017-
2018 be one of our best years ever!  Thanks 
for your partnership!             

Truly together… “we train the future!”  May 
God richly bless your family this summer!  

By analyzing all of our observations, we try to identify 3 major 
strengths from the year and 3 challenges that can be turned into 
action plans and goals for the upcoming school year. This year 
we agreed that our three biggest strengths were:

1. Unity of Purpose with Love – Several of our observations 
pointed to how this continues to grow at Mountain View. We 
see not only our faculty, but our students and parents rising 
up to fill voids and help in whatever way they can.

2. Financial Growth and Stability – God has been so good to 
bless our efforts of financial integrity. As a nonprofit organiza-
tion, it is a challenge to balance the budget. We had a solid 
year and are praising the Lord for his provision. 

3. Strong Academics/Prepared Students – We have had sev-
eral confirmations of our academic excellence this year from 
our seniors’ ACT/SAT scores, which continue to be  consis-
tently above the norm, to alumni sending us thank yous for 
adequately preparing them for college, to students excelling 
in dual enrollment classes as well as overall excellence from 
most of our students in the classroom.  

As we analyzed our weaknesses and challenges, several 
themes emerged. Most of our items on our list could fall into one 
of these three categories:
1. Commitment and Accountability – There is a struggle to 

hold our students and ourselves accountable to the high 
standards and goals we have set for ourselves in areas such 
as attendance, spiritual leadership, mentorship, character, 
and ongoing growth and professional development. We will 
be revisiting the implementation of some of our policies and 
procedures in these areas and enlisting your support and 
partnership to help raise the bar.

2. Vision – As we have finished our 25th year, we recognize the 
need to look to the next 25 years and make goals and plans for 
the future to ensure that Mountain View’s influence continues 
through unavoidable changes of leadership and cultural shifts. 

3. Promotion – We must address the challenge of making sure 
that our community knows the MVCA DIFFERENCE. We will 
be looking at plans to promote our program, in particular our 
elementary program. This is best accomplished by each of us 
telling our story.

A teacher at a Christian Service Camp once said, “Even if you 
are on the right track, you can still get run over if you just stand 
still.” We must constantly be growing and changing and moving 
forward with purpose, direction, and mission.

Results from our 2016-2017 year end 
SWOT Analysis Survey

Excited for What the 
Future Holds
One thing that has been constant through the 25 years of 
MVCA’s history and I’m sure will remain constant through the 
next 25 years is that each new year brings change, but God’s 
faithfulness to provide is changeless.

A strong, committed staff – We are so blessed to have lon-
gevity and consistency in our full teaching faculty. This year 
is no different although we are still dealing with some change. 
Please be in prayer for these changes as we plan and pray 
and follow God’s leading. I am not able to reveal everything 
that is happening at this point as things are still in the works. 
I can tell you, “God is on the move in powerful ways!”

1. Mrs. Heather Harbin is moving to the office! We are ex-
cited about bringing her in as a school administrator. She will 
bring her expertise and organizational skills in to follow up on 
the foundation that Andy and those before him have laid. We 
are so excited also about her replacement, but cannot reveal 
the name at this point because this individual has not made 
the decision public in her current employment. However, God 
has come through again powerfully. Our new English teacher 
has 15 years of teaching experience in a variety of capac-
ities, including teaching American Literature and Grammar 
and Composition at the high school and college level. This 
individual has a master’s degree in Teaching English as a 
Second Language. And first and foremost, this individual is a 
committed Christian who will model a Christ centered world-
view to our students. More to come as I can share it.

2. Mrs. Carla Dhom will be teaching a combined 1st and 
2nd grade class this year. Due to the current numbers and 
the transition in this year’s second grade class, we believe 
this is the best thing for our rising 1st and 2nd graders. 
Carla is a gifted teacher and is very excited about this 
opportunity.

3. Miss Tammi Cooke will be returning in a different capac-
ity covering the computer classes and library. Keep her 
in prayer as she transitions. Her mother is now living with 
her in Winchester. 

4. Mrs. Christine Sealock and Mr. Jason Speirs are not 
planning to return to the MVCA faculty currently. They will 
be greatly missed. Please keep them in prayer as they 
follow God’s leading for their lives. We have things in the 
works for filling their shoes, but nothing that we can yet 
reveal, so please pray that God works as only he can to 
bring others with their expertise to our program. 

This blessing of longevity in our teaching faculty has created 
a wonderful atmosphere of stability and community for our 
students. Please pray for our teachers over the summer as 
they regroup and refresh for the 2017-2018 school session. 
We will be eager to unveil some exciting new classes and 
offerings in the Back to School News. 



Senior Thesis is a class in which our seniors do much self-
reflection and write papers on various assigned topics in order 
to evaluate who they are, why they are that way, what they are 
going to plan and work to be in the future, and how MVCA has 
helped shape them. From those presentations/papers, we have 
received glowing reports, ideas for future improvement, and 
confirmation that we are living out our mission statement daily.  

In a day when there are so many choices for education 
including public education, online education, private education, 
homeschooling, and Christian schooling, what makes MVCA a 
logical choice? I will let our students answer that question. 

One young man shared how MVCA has been an instrument of 
healing for him. “Losing friends led me to another school and 
more friends and more hurt and heartbreak. Until finally, I ended 
up at Mountain View and a school finally felt right.” When asked 
what made MVCA right for him, he answered that everyone was 
approachable from the teachers to the administrators! 

Other comments about Mountain View include the following:

“Being at Mountain View has been the biggest change in 
my life… I have built a Christian foundation for the rest of 
my life and it is very important to my future.” 

“I have a really missions based church. We support a lot of 
missionaries and organizations, but it was with MVCA that 
I felt like I was being the hands and feet of Jesus.” 

“The three greatest strengths of MVCA are the family 
atmosphere, teachers that actually care, and accountability 
to do what’s right.”

One of our foreign exchange students wrote about praying 
that God would take her life in death! She said that she had 
numerous questions and could not find the answers. MVCA, 
a Christian host family, and Christian friends provided the 
answers needed and life suddenly made sense to her! What a 
blessing our foreign-exchange program is to others and to us! 

These are just a sampling of the many confirmations we received 
this year by students who have walked our halls, grown and 
matured, tried and failed, and done life with us! They arrived 
as strangers and left as family and we will miss them! But we 
press on to continue to make a difference in the lives of those 
students who are still here walking our hallways, growing and 
maturing, trying and failing, and still doing life with us. 

Senior Thesis Highlights  
by Mrs. Trudy Keiter

This year Mountain View Christian Academy was able to 
field soccer, volleyball, basketball, cheer, baseball, flag 
football, and cross country teams. Many of these teams 
experienced competitive improvement and some achieved 
great successes.  Highlights of this year include the following:
• The varsity soccer team finished second at the D2 National 

Championship at NACA in Dayton, TN.
• The middle school cross country team had five national 

qualifiers who competed at the Cross Country National 
Championship at NACA in Dayton, TN.

• The middle school boys basketball teams were the regular 
season champions of the VMSC and finished 2nd in the 
tournament.

• The JV boys basketball team won a national championship 
in the NCSAA tournament in Mt. Vernon, Ohio.

• The varsity cheer team won the Highest Team GPA award, 
maintaining a 3.88 GPA.

In addition, several individual athletes received honors:
• Jackie Coughlin - All-Tournament Volleyball Team at the 

NACA tournament in Dayton, TN. 
• Micah Holland - Most Valuable Goalie, All-Tournament, 

and All-American Soccer Team at the NACA tournament in 
Dayton, TN.

• Simon Cornwell - All-Tournament Soccer Team at the 
NACA tournament in Dayton, TN.

• Tyler Fincham - All-Tournament Soccer Team at the NACA 
tournament in Dayton, TN and 1st Team All-American 
Basketball Team at the NCSAA tournament in Mt. Vernon, 
Ohio. 

• Hunter Daugherty and Gabby Kaiser were chosen as 
MVCA’s Scholar Athlete recipients for athletes with highest 
average during the year.

Building Character and 
Sportsmanship in our Athletes  
by Mrs. Heather Harbin

Building Global Awareness 
Through the Foreign Exchange Program
What a blessing our Foreign Exchange Program has been. 
This year we hosted foreign exchange students from Korea, 
China, Denmark, Thailand, and Viet Nam. This program 
allows all of our students the opportunity to see that God is 
a God of every tribe and tongue and nation. It is truly a life 
changing event for the host students and host families. If 
you are interested in hosting a foreign exchange student or 
learning more about the opportunity, call the office TODAY. 
We do have students we are trying to place. 

I love watching our students blossom and develop confidence and 
leadership through our Fine Arts programs. Under the creative 
direction of Mrs. Jennifer Lynch, the elementary students, along 
with my secondary drama team, presented a wonderful Christmas 
program. Each month through student-led chapels, our students and 
amazing teachers also got to “shine” as they presented the message 
of the gospel. I was so incredibly proud of our secondary drama 
class as they wrote, directed, produced, and presented without 
me (because this was when my mother-in-law was so ill) another 
outstanding original production–Reckless Abandon. A special thanks 
to alumnus Tyler Hamilton and Mrs. Joy Presley who rose up in 
my absence to assist the students.  It is amazing to see our young 
people use their giftedness for the Lord! 

Glorifying God Through our Fine Arts Programs 

This Year’s Service Hours  
by Mrs. Trudy Keiter

MVCA has reached out into the community again this year 
through our Serve-a-thon, working with various organizations to 
show the love of Jesus and to train our students to be servants. 
Those benefiting from the service of our students and faculty 
include the Church of Christ at Mountain View, MVCA, Freder-
ick County Sheriff’s Office, Stephens City Fire and Rescue De-
partment, Evans Children’s Home, Spring Arbor of Winchester, 
Winchester Rescue Mission, C-CAP, Abba Care, the Village at 
Orchard Ridge, Tri-State Christian Service Camp, and Camp 
Canaan/individual churches in the  Dominican Republic. The 19 
school-planned projects accounted for 2934.25 hours of our total 
hours served this year. Students were also asked to do individual 
service hours in their communities and those reported hours by 
our students totaled 892.5 hours.

Individual service hours recognition goes to Sophia Higgins (9th 
grade-70 hours), Zachary Rosin (11th grade- 87 hours), Mada-
lynn Neff (2nd grade-87 hours), and Melia Dienst (6th grade-100 
hours).  In a world of takers, it is so good to see that students are 
being trained by their parents and their teachers to give!

Class recognition for individual service hours reported goes to 7th 
grade with 35.7% participation, 4th grade with 54.5% participa-
tion, and 11th grade with 61.5% participation!

Luke 6:40 says, “A student is not above his teacher, but everyone 
who is fully trained will be like his teacher.” Our staff demonstrates 
remarkable leadership in this area. They, too, were asked to report 
individual service hours and with only 13 faculty members report-
ing, their hours totaled 2,000 hours! They volunteer as teachers in 
children’s ministries, musicians, Bible Bowl sponsors, sound tech 
crew members, mentors, coaches, bus drivers, workers in soup 
kitchens, and interns. What a remarkable example they are set-
ting for our students—not just telling them to serve, but showing 
them how!

Our total service hours as a school this year totaled 5,826.75 
hours! As we celebrate this accomplishment, another Scripture 
comes to mind, “Well done, good and faithful servant!” We appre-
ciate your partnership as we prepare our students to ultimately 
hear those words from our Savior!

Summer Dates 

June 19 – Diagnostic Testing for New & Incoming 
Students      
(9:00 a.m.–noon • call office for details) 

June 28 – July 27- Summer School/Enrichment 
Program (call office for info) 

July 11 – Enrollment Interview    
(6:30–8:30 p.m. • send referrals)

July 25 – Open House from 4-8 pm   
(send referrals)  

July 29 - Diagnostic Testing Date    
(9:00 a.m.– noon • call office for details)

Aug 3 – Open House from 12–4 pm/Enrollment 
Interview      
(6:30– 8:30 p.m. – send referrals)

Aug 7 – Sports Practices begin

Aug 14 – Mentor Monday    

(8:00 a.m.–4:00 p.m. • Training for new staff, volunteers, 
and substitutes)

Aug 21 – Meet the Teacher Night  

Aug 23 – First Day of School


