
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2020-2021 

Year End Newsletter 

June 7-Aug 24 – Conquerors  for 

Jesus  Summer  Program (6 to 6) 

June 15-June 15, July 22, and Aug 

11 – Diagnostic  Testing  Dates     

(9 to 3) 

June 16-18 – Vacation  Bible  

School (6-8 pm) 

June 28-July 30 – Summer 

Enrichment  Program (9  to 12) 

July 20 – Summer  Open  House  

(4 to 8) 

July 26-29 – KinderKamp              

(9 to 11)  

July 26-30 – Basketball  Camp     

(9 to 3) 

Aug 2-6 – Algebra  Boot  Camp     

(9 to 12) 

Aug 2 – Fall  Sports Practices 

Begin (TBA) 

Aug 23 – Meet  the Teacher  and 

Orientation  Night  (6:30 to 8:30) 

Aug 25 – 1st Day of School 

 

 “…in all these things we are 

more than Conquerors through 

Christ.” 

IMPORTANT  
SUMMER DATES 

Thank you for your incredible support and 

partnership this 2020-2021 school session! 

As the 2020-2021 school year comes to a close, I am so honored and proud to 

be a Conqueror!  Our theme verse of Romans 8:37 may never have been so 

relevant as for this school session. We were committed to reopen and offer 

our students a 5 day a week program with as much normalcy as possible and I 

believe we can confidently say like Paul “…in all these things we are more 

than Conquerors through Christ.”  Following the recommendations of the 

Center for Disease Control, the Virginia Department of Health, and the 

Virginia Department Of Education, with the guidance of the Virginia Council 

for Private Education and the Association of Christian Schools International, 

we were able to  work together to maintain a healthy school environment for 

our students and stay in session for all but one week – praise the Lord. Thank 

you for your support! 

From our opening Meet the Teacher Orientation to our final year end picnic, 

the faculty, staff, students, and parents of our MVCA Community came 

together in a powerful way to finish another stellar year here on the 

mountain!  

As you read through this newsletter, I hope that you, too, will praise our 

incredible God for His Sovereignty and Goodness to us all. Together we 

partnered to equip 163 students (172 with our home school co-op) with the 

tools spiritually, academically, socially, and physically to impact our society.  

 

Have a wonderful summer from the faculty and staff of Mountain 

View Christian Academy! Thanks for your partnership this year! 



Accreditation/School Culture Survey/SWOT 
Analysis/Action Plans  
 
At Mountain View Christian Academy, we work hard to maintain a culture of 
continuous growth. We hosted an accreditation team from the Association of Christian Schools International on our 
campus Sept 27-29, 2020 and were honored to receive our 4th re-accreditation which is active through 2025. Click here to 
see their full report. In addition, we appreciated your feedback from the school culture survey that we conducted with our 
constituency in the spring. Your voice is valued and heard. Thank you! Click here to see your feedback. Also as we did our 
annual end of the year SWOT analysis as a faculty we evaluated all aspects of our program to determine what we believed 
were our greatest strengths, weaknesses, opportunities, and threats for this school year. Click here for those results. We 
compared our results to the ACSI report and your survey results and are ready to go to work this summer to start writing 
our Action Plans for Improvement for 2021-2022. Here is a little chart to give you a peek at the top 3 strengths and 
weaknesses that we identified with a comparison to the other reports.   
 

Faculty SWOT 
Greatest Strengths 

Faculty SWOT 
Greatest Weaknesses 

ACSI Report  School Culture Report  
Strengths Weaknesses Strengths Weaknesses 

Godly leadership and 
following Biblical 
Principles 

Consistency among 
teachers with use of 
communication policy and 
implementation of 
standards 

Noted godly  
leaders and 
biblical 
principles as a 
strength 

Encouraged 
communication to 
be used to gather 
data and share 
results 

Survey results 
indicated godly 
leaders and 
biblical 
principles as a 
strength 

Parents 
definitely want 
a consistent 
communication 
system to be 
used by all 
teachers 

Integration of new 
families/maintaining 
family atmosphere/ 
parent support  

Lack of sports and other 
extracurriculars that build 
relationships and 
mentorship among our 
school community 

Noted that 
interactions 
represented 
community 

Actually had our 
many 
opportunities as a 
strength, but we 
were not able to 
implement them 
this year.  

Noted this as a 
strength, but 
also missed 
getting to 
know new 
families 

Noted as 
something that 
was greatly 
missed this 
year 

Teacher/staff flexibility, 
challenged to 
stretch/longevity 

Inconsistency with workers 
with our cleaning company  

Our faculty 
and staff was 
highly praised 
by the team 

Not noted by 
team 

Our faculty 
and staff was 
highly praised 
in the survey 

Not noted in 
the survey 
results 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Programs 

Sports and Athletics - Sadly, due to the pandemic restrictions, we did 

not feel that we could ethically ensure that we could meet all the cleaning, 
physical distancing, and transportation guidelines, so we did not have any 
competitive sports against other teams this year. We did, however, offer 
intramural sports, games, and competitions for both our elementary and 
secondary students. Shout out to Heather Harbin and Joy Grey for 
coordinating these events for our students. We look forward to reinstating 
our sports programs next year! Heather Harbin, our athletic director, is 
looking for coaches and athletes now to field fall boys’ soccer teams, girls’ 
volleyball, and co-ed cross country. Email her 
at heather.harbin@ccmv.com if you can help in anyway. Fall sports 
conditioning and practices will begin the week of August 2. Watch for 
information throughout the summer about additional Open Gyms, etc.   
 

We are also thrilled to announce that we will be bringing back our annual 
Summer Basketball Camp for all ages. Coaches Nathan Wright 
and Jamin Gibson will facilitate the basketball skills and drills camp the 
week of July 26-30. See the flyer for information about how to register. 
Hope to have a great group of athletes come out and train!   
  
 

file://///ccmv4.ccmv.com/Teachers/ACSI%20Accreditation/2020%20Re-Accreditation/2020%20Accreditation/2020/Exit%20PPT.pdf
2020-2021%20School%20Culture%20Survey%20-%20Parents.docx.pdf
2020-2021%20SWOT%20Analysis.pdf
mailto:heather.harbin@ccmv.com


Performing Arts Programs  

Elementary Music Program – Let Freedom Ring! – If 
you missed this program, you MISSED it!  Wow, what a 
blessing to hear our K-5th grade students sing some of the 
classic patriotic songs and share quotes from our godly 
American heritage. You can still view this program on our 
Facebook page at https://fb.watch/62stvH_UCF/ Thanks, 
Jennifer Lynch, for instilling the love of music and our 
country into our young men and women. We appreciate 
how you share your talents teaching our students!   
 

Secondary Drama Team -  We had a double blessing this 
year as the drama team was able to perform the play they 
wrote for last spring in the fall and then a second one with our 
annual spring performance. A distinctive of MVCA is that our 
secondary drama students write their own playscript each 
year, then direct, stage, produce, and perform that play they 
have written. Our fall production, The Well Within, was an 
incredible depiction of two brothers learning to forgive during 

the Civil War that parallels the biblical account of Jacob and Esau. Our spring production, Love Left Behind, follows a young 
girl’s journey through grief as she seeks to right a wrong by trying to travel back in time. Both plays are amazing examples of 
how our God is actively engaged in our lives. These students never cease to amaze me! These plays, too, can be found on 
Mountain View Christian Academy’s Facebook page.   

Our K-5th graders singing their hearts out and celebrating our 

godly heritage in the United States of America! 

Sending 4 Wonderful Teachers off with Love and Appreciation – Thank 
you for helping us honor Mrs. Teresa Sederstrom, Ms. Denise Burgamy, Mrs. 
Tammy Frye, and Miss Emily Brewster. We sent these 4 women off with prayer 
and cupcakes at our end of the year picnic. Mrs. Teresa Sederstrom has served 
our school for 19 years and touched hundreds of students’ lives. We wish her 
well in retirement. Ms. Denise Burgamy has spoiled all of us with her “service 
with a smile” in the kitchen. She, too, will be retiring. Both women are 
committed to staying connected though – Mrs. Sederstrom as teacher and 
administrator emeritus and Ms. Burgamy as co-president of our Parent Teacher 
Fellowship. Mrs. Frye will be moving with her family to Indiana and Miss 
Brewster will be getting married and moving to Texas. We appreciate all that 
these women have given to the ministry of MVCA.  
 

 

 

The Legends, Teresa Sederstrom and 

Denise Burgamy, have become the Retired 

Field Day/Family Picnic – What a great way to wrap up our school 
session! Having to physically distance and be conscientious of so many things 
due to the COVID-19 pandemic made the end of the year that much sweeter 
when the large gathering bans were lifted and we could be outside together 
playing games and field day activities and then sharing as a school community 
in the final day’s picnic. A special thanks to all who participated in both events – 
parents who “manned” stations and walked around with classes to have water 
play, sack races, tug of war, soccer games, kickball games, and so much more, 
and families who came out to enjoy the beautiful weather and fellowship for the 
picnic. It was such a blessing to get to be together! We love and value each of 
you and look forward to being able to fellowship together again as a school 
community next year!   
  
 

https://fb.watch/62stvH_UCF/


 
           Where are we on our Vision  
             2020 Strategic Initiatives?  
 
 

 
Last year we unveiled 4 strategic initiatives that we wanted to focus on. Even with the unprecedented times of the COVID-
19 pandemic, we praise God that we have still been able to move forward with these initiatives.  
 

#1 – Retain, Regain, Recruit “Right Fit” Families – We saw great growth this school session and praise the Lord we have a 
91% retention rate from 2020-2021 to the 2021-2022 school session. Our new families this year were a wonderful fit and 
great addition to our MVCA community. We have also already enrolled 30 new students for the 2021-2022 session. 
Continue to pray that we are able to meet this initiative.   
 

#2 - Recruitment, Professional Development and Retention of Qualified Faculty – I can’t say enough about how God 
provides year after year to bring together an amazing faculty team. Although losing some core people at the end of this 
year, God has already provided in huge ways by assembling an incredible faculty team for the 2021-2022 school 
session. The longevity and experience of our faculty are another distinctive that has brought stability and excellence to our 
program.  
 

#3 – Engage and Reconnect with Alumni – We had a wonderful alumni event in March of 2020 right before the 
pandemic shut things down. We were not able to accomplish some of those goals that we set that night, but look forward 
to picking up on those goals now as we plan to celebrate for our 30th year. We are seeking an Alumni Relations Chairperson 
who can help Mr. Tom Sederstrom locate and reach out to alumni. We were honored to have 7 students who are children 
of alumni enrolled this year and we had 5 alumni working as faculty or staff in some capacity this year and 4 helping to 
coach. It is exciting to see our alumni staying connected and giving back to their alma mater.  
 

#4 – Develop Plans to Build A Stand Alone Building – Plans were done, but sadly, we were not able to conduct any of the 
events that we had hoped to launch over this past year to begin to set aside some funds for a building program. However, 
we are prayerful that with the pandemic lifting we can do some of those activities now and add more. We have several 
events that we are planning as part of the 30th year celebration that will lead to these goals.  Due to immediate needs for 
2 additional classrooms, we are beginning construction next week to divide the fellowship hall into 2 classrooms to allow 
for growth in our elementary program, so that is exciting. Please continue to pray as we trust that God is able to do more 
than we can imagine and dream.   
 
 

 

Looking Ahead …. Celebrating 30 Years of Christ-
Centered Education -   As we look forward to the 2021-2022 

school session, we are so excited!  God has been using the 
ministry of Mountain View Christian Academy to shape lives for 
30 years!   We are planning to celebrate this milestone all year 
long. There will be many activities and we plan to bring together 
past students, alumni, and faculty with current and new families to 
give God the glory for all that He has done in the past 30 years. We 
believe that We’ve Only Just Begun to see all that the Lord has in 
store for Mountain View Christian Academy.  
 
Plan to be a part of the planning, the celebration, and the future as 
we remain committed to be the premiere Christian school in our 
area impacting many more young men and women for the 
kingdom and cause of Christ!   
 



Mark your Calendar for these 
Summer Dates  
 

Although summer is here, there are still lots of ways to get 
involved at Mountain View Christian Academy and the Church of 
Christ at Mountain View.  Make sure to stay connected and share 
this info with others.  

June 7 – August 24 (closed July 5) – Our Conquerors for Jesus 
Summer 2021 Child Care Program is off to a great start. Call 
the office at 540-868-1232 if you didn’t sign up for this, but 
would still like to learn about the program.   
 

June 15, July 22, and August 11 – Diagnostic Testing Days – 
These are for our incoming students so that we can assess in 
order to adequately meet individual learning needs. Call the 
office at 540-868-1231 to sign up for a date to bring in your 
child. If you know of anyone considering MVCA, make sure to 
pass this information along to them.   
 

June 16-18 – Vacation Bible School – Come and join us at the 
Church of Christ at Mountain View for a great time of Diggin’ In 
to God’s word as we kick off the summer with Vacation Bible 
School. There will be classes for 3 year olds through 5th graders. 
And our older youth will help with the younger classes. Don’t 
miss this event each evening from 6:00 to 8:00 p.m.  
 

June 28 – July 30 – Summer Enrichment Program – This 5 week 
summer program runs from 9:00 to noon daily (no school on 
July 5) and is designed to keep your child involved in an 
academic rigor, reinforcing math or reading skills.   
 

July 20 – Summer Open House – You are our best marketing 
tool! Please tell your story about the MVCA DIFFERENCE!  Invite 
family and friends to come and see the difference a Christ-
centered education can make in their lives.   
 

July 26–29 – KinderKamp – This is a wonderful opportunity 
for kindergartners to get a sneak peek into what awaits them in 
Kindergarten. Newly enrolled kindergartners and those still 
considering enrolling are all welcome to attend from 9-
11 a.m. to meet Mrs. Morgan and experience reading, math, 
music, science, art, and bible activities. A $15 activity fee covers 
materials for the class.   
 

July 26-30 – Basketball Camp – Whether an accomplished 
athlete or a novice wanting to learn the skills of the game, all 
are welcome to come to basketball camp. Sports are a great 
way to build character and meet friends. Contact Nathan 
Wright or Jamin Gibson for more information and see the flier 
above.   
 

August 2-6 – Algebra Boot Camp – Calling all secondary 
students who have previously taken Algebra 1!  Plan now to 
enroll in this “back to school” boot camp to strengthen 
concrete understanding of algebra concepts through use of 
manipulatives, increase engagement through 
Notice/Wonder activities and problems, and fine tune areas of 
weakness through skill/drill materials. Our own Mrs. Heather 
Harbin will lead our students through a solid review of number 
sense, expressions, equations, functions, and linear 
functions. Class will run from 9:00 a.m. to noon and cost is 
$100 per person. Call the office to enroll!  
 

August 2 – Fall Sport Practices Begin – Watch for information 
and schedules.  
 

August 23 – Meet the Teacher and Orientation Night – Save 
the Date – more info will come.  
 

August 25 – 1st Day of School – Let’s celebrate 30 years 
together!   
 

 

Church of Christ at Mountain View 

Come worship with us anytime. There are classes for 

infants to adults at every service.  

Sundays – 9:00 & 10:45 a.m. & 6:00 p.m. – Worship 

Services/Sunday School classes at both times 

Wednesdays – 7:00 p.m. – Bible Study/Prayer 

Meeting/Youth Group/Men & Women’s Classes 

The Church of Christ at Mountain View is a non-

denominational body of believers seeking to restore 

the truths of New Testament Christianity. 



 
 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What We Learned from Senior Thesis Class 2020-2021   
by Trudy Keiter  

 
No, Senior Thesis class is not for the MVCA faculty. It is a class that other Virginia high school seniors are not 
required to take for graduation, and we are often asked why our seniors must. When reading these quotes from 
our students’ written and oral theses, you will see why we make this class of reflection, planning, 
and writing mandatory.   
 
MVCA Advantages 
Hannah Ballon: “I am thankful for the opportunities and advantages I have been given here at Mountain View and 
how they have played a role in shaping my faith and then teaching me how to put that faith into action."  
Jonathan Mengel: “The biggest difference for me in my godly training is that at school we are graded on things... to 
show what we have learned, but when I’m at home there are no grades, just words of encouragement or the 
punishment for whatever it is that I did that needs to change. Both are equally important in training me how to be a 
better godly man. I am thankful for both…Dr. Hardman always says that the school partners with the home and 
church. I have found this to be very true in my life.”   
Chance Kidwell: When asked, “What helped to shape you?” he said, “Smaller classes and teachers who actually 
care for us.”   
 
Personal/Spiritual Growth  
Victor Franco: “I am not perfect still, but I have gotten better, and it is because I have matured as a person and 
made use of the knowledge I have learned from this school and the Bible.”   
Wilson Diaz: “I started attending MVCA in the beginning of my 11th grade year. Now…I can most definitely see a 
difference in my Christianity because of my association with (the school).”  
Justin Coughlin: “Things the school has taught me: 1. About God 2. How to face the world as a Christian 3. To go 
into the world with a Christian perspective 4. That one stupid decision can have a big impact 5. About mercy from 
Minta Hardman.”  
Chance Kidwell: (At Mountain View) “I have been taught what’s right and what’s wrong in God’s eyes.”   
 
The Faculty 

Jeremiah David: “I have made a connection with all my teachers at school” also, “Take Mr. Westfall—everyone 
loves him because he knows how to form a bond with his students…”  
Victor Franco: “Seeing people in this school so dedicated to God has helped me normalize the idea of Christianity.”  
Jacob Orndorff: “They (the faculty) are always here to help us grow in our relationship with God.”  
Jonathan Mengel: One of the distinctives of MVCA is a staff of caring teachers. --not quoted exactly  
Hannah Ballon: “There are a few specific faces that come to mind. People that adorned me with so much love and 
truly showed me what God’s love looked and felt like. I wanted to be more like these people so I could share this 
love with others. It was not through strict rules, chapel services, or Bible class that solidified my faith, though I 
learned much from those things. It was the love of others that got through to me.”  



 
 

 
 

Biblical integration 

Wilson Diaz: “At MVCA, the teachers with their particular subjects make sure to always make a biblical integration 
with the lesson they are teaching because there is always some way to root back to God and how he has designed 
everything to work.”  
Jonathan Mengel: “The administration and teachers of Mountain View Christian Academy do a great job of 
presenting the evidence and showing the biblical integration with each lesson they teach.”  
Alyssa Kitts: “…the integration of the Bible in every subject…has taught me that God is in everything, and without 
Him nothing that we learn about would exist.”  
 
Benefits of Senior Thesis 
Wilson Diaz: “I have been encouraged to advance in my planning for my career, I have been encouraged to make 
sure God is throughout my future, and I have been encouraged to start sooner rather than later.”    
Jacob Orndorff: “This class has encouraged me to really sit down and think about what I want in life along with 
what I want my relationship with God to look like.”    
Victor Franco: “This class has encouraged us to investigate the next step in life.”    
Justin Coughlin: “Something that has benefited me was my paper-writing skill has improved.”  
 
Appreciation for Others 
Wilson Diaz: “My dad has the most insane work ethic and my mom taught me to be empathetic. Mr. Meyer is a 
good friend.”  
Jacob Orndorff: “My mom is one of the godliest women I know. My dad works, works, works, and doesn’t stop till 
the job is finished.”  
Kaleb Woolston: “I want my future family to be like my family. My parents have brought me up in a Godly way. I 
have been given all the love and affection I could ask for, and I have been taught to be strong not only for myself 
but for others.”  
Alyssa Kitts: “She (my mom) helps me reach out of my comfort zone and try new things, which most of the time 
improve me in amazing ways.”  
 
Words of Wisdom 

Jonathan Mengel: “People in our current society want what makes them feel good and what makes them happy 
regardless of the consequences and the outcome.”   
Kaleb Woolston: “People these days do not know who they are anymore. They see one thing after another and 
chase it until it evaporates in their hands like it was never there.”   
Alyssa Kitts: “Practice makes improvement (not perfect).” Also--“As fast as time goes, we need to make sure we are 
taking time to invest in the Lord…”  
Justin Coughlin: “All complaining does is waste the time that you could be spending solving the problem.”   

 

Through this class, we have celebrated our successes and made many changes based on seniors’ input on how they 
have been prepared for future schooling/life challenges and how they think we could improve our program. This 
year these comments come from a potential future aircraft mechanic, veterinarian, IT manager, radiology 
technician, cybersecurity professional, Air Force cadet, forensic psychologist, real estate entrepreneur, active-duty 
Army medic, and nurse. Join us in praying for them as they leave us and walk into their futures.   
 

Congratulations, 2021 Graduates! 

We are so proud of you! Keep God 

first! We are eager to see all that you 

accomplish as world changers! 



 

Together…We Train the Future 
We Value Your Partnership 

 

 
Contact Us 

 
Phone: 540-868-1231 

Fax: 540-869-8976 
Email: mvcaofc@ccmv.com 
Address: 153 Narrow Lane   

Winchester, VA 22603 
 

This is a FREE GIFT from the school to thank you for 
your partnership.  
 
It is a great resource for summer Bible studies. 
 
You can go to this custom link  
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/Mo
untainViewChristianAcademy  
to get FREE access to this library. Once you've filled 

out the information, you will have more than 

20,000 video Bible studies, leadership 

videos, conference sessions, and resources 

on parenting, marriage, discipleship, and more, at 

your fingertips.   

 

 
 
Mountain View Christian Academy was founded in 
August 1992, under the direction of the Church of 
Christ at Mountain View.  Current enrollment is 
approximately 165 students in kindergarten through 
twelfth grade.  The Academy holds to the inerrancy of 
Scripture as it seeks to help students develop a 
Christian worldview so that they can understand and 
respond to all of God’s creation from a Biblical 
perspective. Mountain View Christian Academy is an 
accredited school by the Association of Christian 
Schools International.    
 

MVCA’S MISSION 
 
Mountain View Christian Academy, in 
conjunction with the home and the church, 
provides quality education for the whole 
student – spiritually, academically, socially, 
and physically – producing well-adjusted, 
morally sound individuals equipped to 
transform society. 

 

 

 

MVCA’S PHILOSOPHY 
                                                                                                                                                            

Mountain View Christian Academy 

provides quality education from a Christian 

perspective.  Teaching is based on the 

absolute truths revealed in the Bible and 

the application of those truths is 

emphasized in every area of study.  

Standards are set to raise students to 

academic excellence.  In addition, key 

principles of Christian character are taught 

in an effort to train students to whole-

heartedly rise to the standard of Christian 

conduct in obedience, respect, and self-

discipline.  Thus, the Bible and Christian 

training are not “extras,” but integral parts 

of every area of study, emphasizing a direct 

relationship to the sovereign God. 

 

mailto:mvcaofc@ccmv.com
https://www.rightnowmedia.org/Account/Invite/MountainViewChristianAcademy
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